
A threat to global security

Terrorism in all its forms constitutes a grave threat to international peace and security. 
INTERPOL has designated the fight against terrorism as a priority crime area and has 
committed significant resources to support member countries in their efforts to combat it.

INTERPOL’s anti-terrorism programme is designed to:

increase the exchange of information on terrorist groups, their members and activities • 
to provide assistance to countries in the identification of terrorists and dismantling of 
networks.

assist member countries in the event of terrorist incidents or investigations through • 
analytical,  investigative and database services.

support member countries in building early detection and counter-terrorism capacity • 
through training and analytical products.

INTERPOL’s main activities

INTERPOL collects, stores, analyses and exchanges information about suspected individuals 
and terrorist groups with its member countries through I-24/7, its secure global police 
communications system. The organization also co-ordinates the circulation of alerts and 
warnings by means of specific tools such as its colour-coded international notices system. In 
2005, INTERPOL created the INTERPOL-United Nations Security Council Special Notice for 
individuals associated with Al Qaeda and the Taliban, as listed by the 1267 Committee of the 
UN Security Council and subject to the freezing of assets, travel bans and arms embargoes.

INTERPOL also provides assistance to member countries in the event of a terrorist attack. 
In the aftermath, member countries may request the assistance of an INTERPOL incident 
response team (IRT), which can provide a range of investigative and analytical support services 
at the incident site in co-ordination with the General Secretariat. These include:

the issue of international notices for fugitive terrorists• 
database queries of fingerprints or suspected fraudulent passports• 
money laundering expertise• 
victim identification co-ordination drawing on a wide network of international experts • 
and laboratories.

Global initiatives 

There are several working projects and operational resources established in collaboration 
with member countries.

Project Geiger collects and analyses data on the theft of radiological materials. Its aim is to 
identify methods and trends and the vulnerability of materials to theft by terrorists for use in 
the manufacture of so-called ‘dirty bombs’ (conventional explosives armed with radiological 
materials).
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Funded by a major grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the goal of the Project on 
Bioterrorism is to raise awareness of the bioterrorist threat, counter bio-weapons proliferation, 
develop police training programmes and strengthen the enforcement of existing legislation as 
a complement to international treaties. The Canadian government has also provided funding 
for this project.

Project IWETS (INTERPOL Weapons and Electronic Tracking System) provides member 
countries with a communication and information-sharing tool which helps to enhance criminal 
and terrorism investigations related to firearms. 

Orange Notices serve to warn law enforcement and security officials of threats that they 
might not normally detect, including from package bombs and disguised weapons, as well as 
information on biological, chemical and radiological threats.

The Terrorist Arrest Report collects submissions from member countries to establish an 
annual list of individuals arrested for terrorist activities, along with identifying information. 

Fusion Task Force 

The Fusion Task Force (FTF) was created to initiate a proactive, multi-disciplinary approach 
to assist member countries in terrorism-related investigations. Its primary objectives are 
to identify members of groups involved in international terrorist activity and to provide a 
searchable database of wanted or suspected terrorists.

The Fusion Task Force’s activities include: the organization of working group meetings; the 
creation of warning lists and analytical reports; photo galleries of suspected and wanted 
terrorists ; and a secure web portal. This portal contains operational information and 
documents accessible to designated Fusion Task Force contact officers around the world who 
are the central point of contact between INTERPOL and member countries on terrorism-
related matters.

The Fusion Task Force also has several projects which are regionally focused. They are designed 
to identify active terrorist groups and their membership in specific regions; solicit, collect 
and share information and intelligence; provide analytical support; and enhance the capacity 
of member countries to address the threat of terrorism. Six regions were chosen for their 
susceptibility to terrorist activities: Project Pacific – Southeast Asia; Project Kalkan – Central 
Asia; Project Amazon – Central and South America; Project Baobab – Africa; Project Middle 
East; and Project Europe.

 Contact information

E-mail: info@interpol.int

For matters relating to specifi c crime cases, please contact your local 

police or the Interpol National Central Bureau in your country.


