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Providing Operational Assistance, Services and Infrastructure Support to African Police 
Forces.

As criminal activities become increasingly globalized and sophisticated, it is vital for police 
forces to have access to efficient crime-fighting tools and technology. In response to the 
21st century challenges in policing, INTERPOL is working to strengthen the ability of police 
forces to combat transnational crime and terrorism, especially in countries which are 
vulnerable because they lack human or financial resources, training and expertise or technical 
infrastructure.

Focus on Africa

INTERPOL has developed a regional programme named OASIS Africa. Launched in 2008, 
OASIS will support police operations in Africa and help law enforcement bodies to build their 
capacity and improve their infrastructure in a sustainable way that will bring long-term and 
lasting results.   

Africa remains in need of constant and extensive support from INTERPOL’s wealthier and 
more highly-trained member countries to be able to recruit, develop and retain a professional 
police service. Recognizing this need, the German government is funding OASIS Africa for 
four years. 

Policing issues faced by African countries include:

• Organized crime – Drug traffickers are increasingly using Africa as a transit point for 
cocaine going from South America to Europe. Stolen vehicles are trafficked for their own 
sake and also to finance other serious crimes. Human trafficking and wildlife crimes are 
also of great concern in the region.

• Terrorism – terrorism poses a threat to national security all around the world, and many 
other crime areas are linked to it.

• Border security - Enhanced passport screening and control at national borders is 
imperative to prevent dangerous criminals from travelling the world freely.

• Corruption - Security, a well-trained police force and respect for the rule of law 
are essential, both to ensure that development aid for the region is not diverted or 
misappropriated and to help combat transnational crime.

The three goals of OASIS Africa

In order to help Africa tackle the above problems, INTERPOL is developing a package of 
comprehensive and integrated anti-crime measures centred around three main areas: 

Capacity Building - By providing a range of training and development programmes, INTERPOL 
aims to equip individual officers with first-hand experience and enable them to share their 
knowledge and expertise with colleagues. 
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Officers can take part in rotational programmes at an INTERPOL Sub-Regional Bureau 
(Abidjan, Harare, Nairobi, and in the future also Yaoundé), and can participate in INTERPOL’s 
International Police Training Programme (held at the General Secretariat in Lyon). In this way, 
police forces can establish a core of officers who have the skills to deal with national and 
international police matters.

A key activity is providing training and tools in crime analysis, focusing on the threats to the 
region of organized crime (such as money laundering and trafficking in drugs and illegal arms), 
international terrorism and public corruption.

An Executive Police Development Programme will target selected police officers who have 
the potential to become decision makers or police chiefs, able to influence police methods 
and systems in their country.

Infrastructure - The programme aims to provide African law enforcement officials with 
extended access to INTERPOL’s global secure police communications network (I-24/7) and 
operational databases.

All 53 African INTERPOL member countries are connected to I-24/7 but it is crucial for 
access to be provided beyond the National Central Bureau to officers in the field. For example, 
rolling out the mobile/fixed INTERPOL network database (MIND/FIND) system to officers at 
main border points will enable them to carry out instant checks against the Stolen and Lost 
Travel Documents database and identify criminals.  

Operations - Investigative tools and ad-hoc operational support are being provided, notably 
through joint police operations targeted against high-priority crime areas. 

INTERPOL also aims to increase the number of joint police operations on the African 
continent. The Sub Regional Bureaus facilitate the planning for these operations, and provide 
the local police forces with equipment including laptops that allow them to access and query 
INTERPOL’s databases in real-time. 

 Contact information

E-mail: info@interpol.int

For matters relating to specific crime cases, please contact your local 

police or the Interpol National Central Bureau in your country.


